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BUBBENHALL ANNUAL PARISH ASSEMBLY MEETING 

 

Minutes of the Bubbenhall Parish Assembly 

Tuesday 14 May 2013 

 

Present:  Cllr Shattock (Chair)     Cllr Norman Pratt 

Cllr Win Nwachkwu     

Cllr Sam Baker     

Cllr Steve Haynes     Rose Woodforth (Clerk)  

Cllr Mark Symes 

Cllr Wendy Harrison 

Cllr Bob Powell  

 

1. Apologies for absence were received from Cllr Hammon. 

 

2. Minutes of previous meeting on 15
th

 May 2012 were agreed as a correct record and were signed by 

the Chair.  

 

3. Report by the Chair of the Parish Council – Cllr Joanne Shattock 

 

I am pleased to present this report on the work of the Parish Council in what all members will confirm 

has been an exceptionally busy year.  

 

Changes in Membership   

In December 2012 we received with regret Cllr Richard Morrison’s resignation with immediate effect.  

We were subsequently saddened to learn of his death in April.  In 2013 we were pleased to welcome 

Cllr Bob Powell, who was co-opted to the Council at our April meeting.  

 

 

Planning 

Coventry and Warwickshire Gateway  

At our May 2012 meeting we received a presentation by the developers of the proposed Coventry and 

Warwickshire Gateway project which requires planning consent for development of 750 acres of 

greenbelt land for a technology park and logistics site adjacent to Baginton and Bubbenhall.  The 

Parish Council asked Bubbenhall resident Alan Roe, a former chief economist with the World Bank, to 

undertake research into the projected employment figures for the Gateway.  We also expressed our 

concerns about the development to Jeremy Wright, MP, who agreed to address an extraordinary 

meeting of the Parish Council on 29 August 2012. Following presentations at the August extraordinary 

meeting, the Parish Council commissioned the Roe Symes report on the employment forecasts and 

the financial viability of the Gateway, a report which has been a key element in our response to the 

planning application. 

 

Following that meeting the Parish Council asked Cllr Mark Symes to form an action group to direct the 

public response to the Gateway application, and to invite participation from residents of Bubbenhall, 

Baginton and Stoneleigh with relevant areas of expertise. I would like to pay tribute to the excellent 

job Mark has done in conducting the campaign, and in consolidating the efforts of the three villages in 

opposing this planning application.  

 

The Council responded to the formal consultation on the application in November, expressing strong 

opposition to the proposal. We reinforced our opposition at the meeting of the Warwick District 

Council (WDC) planning committee on 19
th

 December 2012.  Both before and after that meeting, at 

which a final decision on the application was deferred pending an independent report on the 

employment figures, the Council has joined with Baginton and Stoneleigh and Ashow Parish Councils 

to write a number of responses to elements of the planning application. The independent report, by G. 

L. Hearn, was published at the end of April, and the Gateway application will be considered by WDC’s 

planning committee on 12 June 2013. The Parish Council will continue its strong opposition to the 

Gateway in our response to the Hearn report, and at the planning committee meeting in June.  
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Sand and Gravel Processing 

A second major planning application with serious implications for the village has been made by Smith’s 

Concrete to extend the period of working at their Bubbenhall site, where sand and gravel extraction 

will shortly come to an end, in order to process materials from the proposed new quarry at Wolston 

Fields Farm.  The Parish Council has expressed vigorous opposition to the extension in its written 

response to Warwickshire County Council, and will make further representation at the meeting of the 

Regulatory Committee on 4
th

 June 2013. 

 

Other planning applications 

The Parish Council has commented on a number of applications relating to individual properties in the 

village in the course of the year. 

 

Grants Received 

Under the leadership of Cllr Steve Haynes, applications were made to WREN and to WDC’s Rural 

Capital Improvement Fund to support the Youth Space Project, which will provide enhanced facilities 

in the village for young people between the ages of 12 and 19.  The applications were successful, 

tenders were received and the contract awarded to Proludic Ltd. This will fund the transformation of 

the existing tennis court into a Multipurpose Games Area, and the construction of a mini skate board 

park. A working group comprised of Cllrs Haynes, Symes and Baker will oversee the project.  Work is 

due to commence over the summer.  

 

Housing 

A senior planner from WDC’s Policy, Projects and Conservation unit attended the Parish Council 

meeting in January as part of his research into possible housing development in the category 3 

villages, of which Bubbenhall is one. This will form part of the Revised Local Plan due to go out to 

consultation in June.  Following a review of the existing amenities, the village has not been included 

among those under consideration for future development, although several tracts of land in and 

around the village are understood to have been made available for possible development.  

 

Recreation Ground 

This year’s ROSPA report on the playground equipment was again positive, with only some minor 

repairs required. Cllr Sam Baker, who has overall responsibility for the playground monitors the 

equipment, with the assistance of Chris Goddard, who makes regular safety checks, and assists in 

general maintenance.   The contract for mowing was given for a second year to Heritage and Son.  

 

Liaison Committee, Landfill Site, Weston Lane.  

The Liaison Committee, which consists of representatives of Bubbenhall and Weston under Wetherley 

Parish Councils, Warwickshire County Council, Waste Recycling Group, Smith’s Concrete, and the 

Environment Agency, held two meetings in July 2012 and January 2013. The committee received 

reports on the working of the site, on gas migration, and the state of litter. It also reported specific 

concerns of those residents whose properties are adjacent to the site.  

 

Village Website 

Following a proposal by the Village Hall Committee it was agreed that the Parish Council’s website and 

the Village Hall Website should merge and a newly designed village website be created.  The Parish 

Council agreed to take over the ownership of the new site.  Jan Lucas was appointed to develop the 

site, and a committee formed under his chairmanship to manage it.   The new site went live in March 

and has been enthusiastically received by the village. 

 

High Speed Rail (HS2) 

As reported last year, following the government’s decision to proceed with the project, we supported 

Warwick District Council’s efforts to secure a judicial review. The outcome of the review is now 

known. Cllr Symes represents the Parish Council on the Offchurch and Cubbington Community Forum 

who are in discussion with HS2 Ltd about mitigation. 

 

Policing and Neighbourhood Watch 
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The Parish Council, members of Neighbourhood Watch, and residents who have signed up receive 

regular email updates from Warwickshire Police on crime in the district. PCSO Ed King attended a 

Parish Council meeting in March to respond to the village’s concerns about recent burglaries and car 

theft.  A mobile police station has visited the village on several occasions this year. 

 

Precept 

At its January 2013 meeting the Parish Council took the decision to raise the precept by £1000 to 

£11,000.  This was to cover the rising costs of maintaining and replacing playground equipment, the 

upkeep of the recreation ground and the spout garden, insurance, and the general maintenance of 

public areas. We will also be making a financial contribution to the Youth Space Project. We continue 

to seek value for money, and to encourage competitive quotes for all expenditure. 

 

Other activities 

Among the regular matters discussed by the Parish Council are the bus services to and from the 

village, the state of the highways and the roads through the village, particularly the effects of the 

harsh winter, drainage, traffic calming, and the maintenance of the village footpaths.   Signs indicting 

new speed restrictions have recently been put in place on a number of roads. 

 

Conclusion 

I would like to thank members of the Parish Council for their commitment of time and energy in 

tackling a number of contentious issues in the past year.  We are very grateful to the support we have 

received from village residents in attending our meetings, and making their views known to us. As 

ever, we thank our Warwick District councillors John Hammon and Norman Pratt for their support and 

advice and for their attendance at our meetings.  

 

4. Report on the Recreation Ground – Cllr Sam Baker 

The Rospa Report in September 2012 concluded that the play area was safe overall. 

Recommendations included shearing off a bolt end and treating the agility trail with wood 

preservative.  The bolt was attended to immediately, and the wood preservative will be applied in the 

next month to six weeks. 

 

The play bark under the aerial swing and the multiplay were topped right up in time for the Easter 

holidays.  It will be monitored over the summer to ensure it is kept up to the minimum level. 

 

Chris Goddard hand cleared the area left from the bonfire as this contained glass, springs, metal, etc 

and was deemed to be a risk.  He then re-seeded the area with grass seed.  The mowing contractors 

rolled the area to remove dents and ruts. 

 

Future work: 

• new aerial swing seat (on order) 

• repairs to the agility trail bridge – on inspection requires the contractor to repair (Playdale 

Playgrounds Ltd). 

• Wood preservative application to agility trail. 

 

5. Report on Youth Space Project – Cllr Stephen Haynes 

The Parish Council has been successful in obtaining a WREN grant of £37,620, and also £10,061 from 

WDC. This, together with the Parish Council contribution provides a total of £50,681 available for the 

Youth Space project.  

 

With the preferred bidders Proludic agreeing to honour its original quote, once the WREN contract has 

been received and agreed, work can commence. It is anticipated the project will take 8 weeks from 

start to finish and it is hoped work will begin mid June.  

 

The Chair thanked Cllr Haynes for all his work on the project. 

  

6.  Report from Campaign – Cllr Mark Symes 
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The Campaign Against the Gateway group has been extremely active. Letters have been prepared and 

will be sent from the 3 parish councils (Baginton, Bubbenhall and Ashow and Stoneleigh) regarding the 

following:  

• Biodiversity 

• The Regional Spatial Strategy 

• Job figures 

 

The GL Hearn report that was received last week and on the surface makes for depressing reading. It 

reduces the job figures from the original 14,000 to 8,210 over the entire site, with 22% of these jobs 

being relocated and not new. This provides a total of 6000 new jobs, however of this total, only 1,230 

will be located in Warwickshire. The jobs will be mostly created in the hotel, car show room and retail 

areas.  

 

The Chair thanked Cllr Symes for all his work efforts on the Campaign. 

 

7. Report by the Village Hall Committee – Cllr Steve Haynes  

It has been a year of transition for the Village Hall Committee with both Alan Roe as Chairman and Bob 

Cragg as treasurer stepping down from their roles and being replaced by Mark Holt and Jonathan 

Woodforth respectively.  

 

The Hall remains popular with bookings; however the post office which ran in the Village Hall every 

Friday morning and had been having regular problems, has now ceased to run.  

 

The Committee is concerned regarding increasing heating and electricity costs and are currently 

looking into ways of saving money. The recent Casino night raised £600 for the Village Hall. 

 

8. District Council Report – Cllr Norman Pratt 

Financially WDC is relatively healthy after introducing the ‘Fit for Future’ programme in 2010. Council 

tax has not increased again this year. Staff salaries have not increased in the last 3 years and 

councillors’ expenses have not been increased in the last 5 years. However WDC still needs to save 

money as the grant from the government has been reduced this year. Last year it was £10.5 million, 

however this year it has received just £6.2 million.  

 

Both District Councillors remain opposed to the Gateway application. The WDC Local Plan has been 

deferred, while housing needs in neighbouring counties are considered. WDC still remains opposed to 

HS2, however it is unknown whether more funds will be given to 51M to continue fighting against it.  

 

The Chair thanked Cllr Pratt and also Cllr Hammon for their continued support.  

 

9. Parish Matters (AOB) None 

 

 


